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ON THE JOB

What lead you to a career based in Aviation Medicine?
After some trial and emor | studied a Bachelor of Science
degres at the down 1o earth Massey University. | dropped
out of the first as it just wasn't suited to me. The erwironment
there was enaugh to set me an the path 1o medicing and so |
completed a medical degree at Otago University in Dunedin, |
moved 10 Palmerston Narth Hospital with the idea of fraining
a5 a cardhologist but, through a twist of fate, my pilot's exams
corcided with the specialist exams mdhpiuthwuﬁh
ot

From there | wertt to the RNZAF Officer Training Course
and become the Base Mecical Officer &t ANZAF Base Ohakea
but was not realy the miitary type, So off | went 10 start the
Bulls Medical Centre focated in Bulls - a town right next to the.
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Where did you get hhgafnrﬂﬂhﬂm‘?

The idea of doing pilot medicals at remote South lsland air strips.
began from the hunting interests my son and | share in south’
Westiand. We spent a lot of time with the Saxtons’ at Haast
during the roaring season and with this | soon started to do the
iocal pilots' medicals. It soon dawned on me that If | was able to
fiy down to these remote alrstrips and do the pilots medicals an
the spot, there are & number of acdvantages for both the pilots
and mysalf,

The: achantages to the plots include costs smmgsmrmw
tirme off, comenience and the comiort of daing a medicalin
familiar suroundings.

The advantages to me are simple: following the dream of
combining my mecdical profession with fiying in 1he mest beatiful
parts of fhe world,

What aspect of the business do you particularly enjoy?
| bove working closaly with my son, who has quite & head for
business and a helicopter license, along with my two daughters
wmmebmnmmmymmmpmmmml
have a really good relationship with ther, | think because | get to
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whole new dimension 1o cur refationship and scrmething unioue

about the way our [ves are set ug,

What about your clients?
My patients mnchude about ane quartsr of New Zealand’s pilats,
which consist of scrne of the best pilots in the world, sspecially
when it comes ta remote and mountamous fiying. They are
wery much ke the pilots found around Alaska and such

places. it is a priviege to know ther,

Tell us about your facilities,

The base serves as a hangar, administration building, leciure
theatre. book distributor and sometimes evan a search and
rEscUe centre: IS a really dynamic place and it is always busy
My beioved Cassna ves in there when we are home,

Are you very fond of your aircraft?

Ny Cessna 172 Hawk XP2 & registered RUG which wea call,

cily Good'. fts constant speed is with a madest 210hp
inenial enging, fully IFR with HF radio and a satelite tracking
Lt |ove it because it cames a lot and makes my life easier, |
have: een in jets and done all that, but my Cessnads ke a hand
in & giove after 2000 fhing Rours. It wil crase at 10,000 feat IFR
or go lowe and shov and virtually won't stall. | am a Cessna man
through ard theough,

What sort of flying conditions do you encounter?

In New Zealand we get a kot of ice, turbulence and tricky landng
strips. You have to be particutarly careful on the west coast of
the South Istand whers there ara lots of mountains. Some strigs
have one way in and one way out and if the wind isn't in your
favour you can end up quite fast on aporoach,

What is your favourite bit of equipment?

That's got to be the auto pilot, Altitude and heading hold means
that the longer kgs can be spent having a coffes and not
working too hard, because when | land and get to work it is a
wEyY sy day,

Does the Bulls Flying Doctor Service plan on expanding in
the future?

We are always flaxible and thinking of new ways to improve

aur sanvice or add a new dimension but it is important to us to
keep our cone business of providing a mabde medical sendce
arvd runining Bulls Medical Centre. We hope to create a TV
programme i the future which might help ws fund aur own
helicopter.

Do you have much association with aviation in Australia?
| charish being associated with the Australian Aercspace Medical
Scciety. | really enjoy the fallowship thers and the vast array of
highly respacted professionats | get o associate with, There

are peophe from the Australian Military, Boyal Flying Doctor
Service, even NASA | believe it's important to have that
ik and | am very grateful for that cpportunity,

Any advice for other aviators?

Start with the basics: a good place 10 lve, like Bulls,
be prysically well and have a positive attitude, I you
have those then evervhing else is eagy




