Interesting People in Aviation: The KiwiFlyer Interview

contributed by Jill McCaw

The Flying Doctor, by Dave Baldwin

A book review and interview combined

I THOUGHT I was going oo be reading countty. He's the doctor, who in bis
something like Barey Cromp with wings specially firted out Cessna 172, ZK-Really
While it conld be desctibed that way - i is lally-Good, ties inn back country swrips
a cracking sroonl resd - The Flyang Docoor ey grive the pilots who work ont of them
has depth that elevates it beyond a simple, rheir miesdicals, 1t a win/win for loth
feel good, biogzaphy. Tag lined oith; the sides. In Dave’s words. “After performing
acvenreres of o bush F‘-l".'l?, huneer and e af o medicals for mates, and mates
backeauntry Docror, vou know the boak of mates, in the Deep South, it eecurred
15 going oo coves 2 kot of ground, T dare to e that these was.. nothing STOPPHOE a
o suggest that the publishers mast have rugriecdly handsome, inrrepid and dawelingy
levved it, coming with three buoilt-in tanme enrreprencurial individeal Aving inmo an
andience papulaticng, Tt the tale of » adestrip and performing aviation medicals in
lacanie, Tucky bastard’, whao's had some suitahly equipped premises nearly.”
r\-:I'_I;_{'h times mixed with his ool aned whe “Thee felerr wees tont § vernnded spend much of my
has a heck of a story to rell, fime grodiling abwait e fandscape wWeiting resmole
Drave Baldwin wrote che best-sclling facatiifes wiene assorfed chavaciers and gends
Healthy Basrards, a book aimex] at et i o i Biesh aned prowioin aviarion soene wauld
b males 1o take better care of thelr farm ardevly gueves for my ervices, Whils T was
health, Thar book grew out of his colum i rhese localivies, i wesild be remiss af me nor 1o TH AT
Whar's up Do’ in Pacific Wings This cloesd ol the hueting, ™ T el :
Lok caime about hecanse, he tells me Yo can tell by the stvle of thar e f'|_|-'lr'g Dw:lﬂr e o Eflldmn" _|:||.'!'.-.|IT.|1|'.-|-.| b"ll
: TP S . ; Randam House NZ, BRF: 540
“Random Tlouse asked for i They paragraph that this book is very easy
seemed oo have noticed that he had a Way reading. However, if vou're offended by che | wiwe v ave - sirmenle o enfoy canferences.
with words and a heap of stones w el foalloawing sentence then the book might | This is in the chaprer where he descibes
Drave Baldwin 15 well koo o [:-i':l:h. not be for TR, *Even free wiw are barg fa mestine & l'.rl’;_ al the abseve mensoned
throughout the lower two thinds of the et kivwes or U grees of affers — you bdow medical comference, and seeing 2 man who

A Flying Doctor extract

THIS book 15 filled with grear adventures and prear humour, bur T Professar fd wialtted o shor! disternce off the mack. sor dawa, foded
there’s also a serivus and frequentdy compassionan: umleriome friz pipe cngd 12 wp, then kewled svar Wisen e fniled fa areive o the Tl hiv
Herek o Dhocooring, related extract 1 like which covers thar aspect Jewnily Frowd gosne Tosking ol fovmd Bim, Rz pige still clitched in his hand,
cquite nicely: wrzere v e pappied gl ool pevcir fnne the fusenet

Arviind trix tme, T war rasfered on one everdag os the enerrency dife Fiz counldhi ¥ carey fefm aliwar fo the chopper witfons o sivelchen so the
coctar for she regioss, Eaely o § gor o call frone the (Reensiown Police iwdirse sl dive b wanden vadwntesved fo go haok e i,
saying o irampar fad sffored an emergency yp ar the Rautelurn Track Thee hecrad maan = faonily foed Hoeir fearful femve of the deceased and wealked
antel, it wers ir my pasch, eonld T shoot wp there and swet deings our, They Sk off ol e B, earvineg e sl with I for o qivarier o { o
theugint hie o Be aead, Owe of the proactice smrses and §immedioe il trendee fian crsd fonked e grpreeiaiivelyy I was o section af the freck
drove fa Hhe aitsiniy where o ehopper wes waiting far ws, o 5 biczed wiere the pale preen follage of the ribbrawond mees ke i laok ke o
by |ﬂ# it the Keitls. The pilor set ws down mear & e favn on o ridge seoneFIl orchiornd, Benee its nawe, Tie Crohardd O the mrcwrsring of the
derearh fre frovming Hinboldr Mowainr. He grabiea ane emergens) vedley, M ribbanvandr give over o beecl trat climb the sivep walls; thar

gear and scurted g the track for 10 minuses o the polit where the tramper | day the sby was colmwing ap bekind the mighes, sroweapped Darvars, which
W i, sarroaded by o e members of s family avd o wereied. presided pver the wiele scone from the opposiie side of the Hellpford Failey
frenbargr vaardew fom e B o kifomerre fether on, N occarred &y me that wane of e Prafesor k famidy or feienids fad heen
A Fevarminea e patiomt — fa was @ s0ERe bl s S iy seversies, oo wgrsed, and £ ool see why, He had fived o lang, suecessfl and fdflifing
el fo the tovch, and had no vital signs ar olf — shey told me it be was g R, ard Felv deest moevenemats haad been spent of peace i ore of the pross
Ciniversiny Professor whio bl lafely retired, feeratifd plaves an earth, ke AR Jeiv ity vere nearhy; saf and fappr

Thets wreip te weaalk thee Rowsehurn was i retivennent preseat o hinself and perfecly wriroided by diy oanefing end Vo monfdering away o
Hie Rl beew siowe an (s section o tee erorek, aredd ad! fvalty fold s

cenmarians Maf fe wos g b paffea and v o

et fomee Sor o, and e of the grishy beferveninons of cad-af-lile medieg?
| Y ! 1

5 - ]
saivonda go o wheod of ‘ Latra,

iy, He reckomed he wouddd 5t denvsy andd sivade 0 pioe and corch e up o ‘That 'k the way, mate, " fold vim sty and §ew i wae rue.

e dard. .ll.ll.'.:'_l.' il a7 he ankerd Thar ks the ) I vt By, fan
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was ving something very close wo Dave’s deeam life,

Before the Aving mles comes the inspiting story of a voung, lad:
Dravie was o self-described ‘ding bat” who struggded with sehonl
F."'j TR '_-.|L.'..|...|i'|-..||!. i.l.' E"-Il.'.\.;‘:.. Hl.' \'\.'l:l:ill.l |\.::|":\.' |":-.|."|'r IA\' | [‘;l-dl_' 1l rhl_
hills, bt Dave decided that he did wane oo go wo universicy {and
not just hecause it would please his mother) so he steted o a

science depree. Dave had o translate” all his notes and text books

mute what he called Thave F&Tu--:"' (that 15 the wav he !~|‘-‘-n.'|J:~' it), a code
of his own that he could acwally understand and vse oo srdy. Tr

was much harder for him than his peers bat he found that he was

hodding his oo amd emjoving himzelf, He was pardy joking when
hi *IJ!E_;"!'HI:I:l.l o q friend chat he was ll;l.-l'.'._!; 1y be a Dieetor, hut when
the trend oock him .-;.1i-:|l.|.-|:.: “Rugreer e, § thorehi. e qomally dhnks

JI i L"u'-:u':'l i

“Seffccanfidence coumis for so moch aed after shar Tin

' caEversatiog !
ateciaed, vigs, by fonok or by ok Fway goieg o be o Dociar of Wedicine!
Bi Tz i o Baitxe!

‘nd he did, Through all the vears of studying and trining, he
was also gerting marticd, starting & Family, and hunang, This = a
story about family and family bonds, Dave’s mother Granny Olive
WL AN .'|1.'1|.| '_'_||_1*_'_|:|:-|_' jial e :'.'.L-.l'ls-: Dave and his brother oor '..L"I1|:I1 ;'h:_-'!.'
were 2mall and luer |:-.'|.::|'1'.i".|;_ part af Dve’s "'If_'r;1,|1p_ of Three™
Dave, his Mum and his son Marc who shared many high-counery
escapades together, The father and son celarionship, which was so
much closer o beetherhon], Thve tald me, i= the backbone of the
stoty. The two were verv close, and Marc’s suicide ar age 24 could
have broken his father. Dave is mot broken. “Frwore Fawoplde T da
ar rannier Tl [ veonbedy ¥ denigrare wivar we aid soperber ™ He sull has a

relationship with his son, and sharing the tales of the fime the tan . ! m

!IE Chem :.|'.'.|. hee I-:l_a:q_'li.:u hias heen a way ok ':1|'-|1r'-|_|:rin|_-: I_|_1-:i|_' |'_|::n|_|_

"Becase Mare and T had dhas ":,'i;|1'|r'-|'|$|'||'|'|,"' Drave zaid. 1 fecl a
presence, Al the fime 1 orote this o celebrare us haoth and all our
mad foends”

Some 400 of the ‘mad fWends” wers [prescae fox the book lavrveck:,
inn The Marc Baldwin ."5.!'.'['-:'::1'[‘.!.1CL Rescarch l'Zrn:n:, the ||.-.r|;_r|:|'r thar
15 the home of the Bullz Flying Daoctor Service, It's one of Dave's
Ervomrite places,

In shanng his love of honting, fiving and family Dave i also

sbiing i a latge, ba substle messagre, It follows oo from Healdw
Bastards, and it is abour the bigger picmre of whar it means o be
healchy. *“L'he key,” he said, jof writing the book] “wms heing able

to rededine, in my mind, what is a healshy bastard, Whar is health#”

I'was speaking to Dave on the phone, teying to canch what he wias
telling me as woods poueed out of him. “T'm g GT T see peopls at
all fevelz of healthe Amil some of them are ding bats. Bur the ones 1
work with who are really healdhy, well, there’s another dimension 1o
it, The really healdhy ones ate the ones who see that there is another
Lewrel. Mose ave free spivits, Most have 2 view beyond dhe physical
wotld. They ook after more than just their physical health, The
people that I deal with [through the Flving Doctor service] realise

hevor Ensignificant they are, bow wonderfal the wordd 27 Dave
Laugrhed. “THlars get it salors, mowntain climbers, moorhike riders
at one wach the |.'-..l:1.-'.|:_ tsse |_:-;.'-.l|:-||.. el i, T wanr other Tll_'tl!'ll_t' (8]
eealise that, v et oot in the world and see bevond themselies”

I asked Dave if he was pleased with the book. “Oh absolutely.
["r rapt with the hnished produce. T think ity very resdable and i
tras important mesapes. Things ke the way 1 started oor as a “ding
Eat’ but I learnt how to learn. 1 did have a highly motivated mother
She kepr at mie. Bhe was so pleased when T owent to Med School™ 1t

wag alan Dave™ monntain climbing mother who opened his eves 1w

'|'u_-. ':.l|.|1':'-\.il.:.=\.' '-‘.'l:"l']l.l that turned e a *-'|.li| izl conmecton,

Dlaing e rounds,

IF e knerw somecne you wou'd like 4o sea an the Kiwi Fleer Inerdew poce then fal us knew abaul tham and wa'l try 8o orrange i 47
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The matn CHRCCLpI that T chosen to Here are a few ather rundnmr and
ihastrare the Lok | G -.i|:|_-h:|r_| coald be sharter excerpts fram the book:

seen as dark, but to me it encapsulares my

view of Dave. He was a voung General In discussing his school davs.

Practiooner in !Tililli.'!j.-:. based boefy in I void e amengd peopde whs g canvinoed
Tz Anau, when called our to a sick man they re ne=fnpers, vol dan T fene & |'.-.-:_.-_|;-; bt
an the Routebuen Track. The man had i v e aviosg peapde voles weand and expect fo
pazzed away and Dave the Docoor could acitieve el s prepared foowark e o 5 vow e
ce nothing for ham, but Dave the cutdoor likely ta ped carried aleng for the ride.’

cwith his owra gieeat love of mountains

could =it with hirm and see the manner ol I Mzzecion at Med Schowsl,

his passing us a blessing, I e e e g sespect for the fuman body,
This book will make vou lagh, and At it also ingreseed o nee Sie wedion dhat
it mav very well bring vou to tears, alf % increaiie complerdng anwe body b faier e

* oSG I ML OT O

Recomimendded for: s, |'|__|'|:.._-7_=..I

putdoars lovers, Bathers, sons and all chose VR o ger ond. eneel Vo 've g o fealk aiter i
wine love them. A grest hobday read. roperhy Chaee you e orasived i o aillowed i
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v foll apngard thrm

i JAEOr BREICHENOS, Dol X i

Joaee oloy ¥ ged amather

['he kiedr af his Gt child,
"Pregwancy and pavesilieod, o= we discovered
e ey sl veu-favestehove-been- tere

rperieaces, e e raiwral divasters, or ware ™

\ttemping & CPL

“After fuinting, e possion was siil

i, f
st i § BED D waald gress on o gt m

camimereiod pifed v Seence wiod

#ie o fly puesengers and freiohi for rewe Even

v iy ¥ weork o, J Raeoeal it worded ke e

o fevier - et ™

Hix I:I:-Th-:r and her dvess code in CHITID

"S-I.". .'.Il.".'.'u'.'.!I,": '.I.l:.'lu-_'l'.'_ W Tt sn \'.;|'||,'_'. .';.l:[l.'.'.'_l‘.‘.:"l'
oF cafegarised 0 for weoihies she had vo aupims
ARG SFTERIEE dew o her rarber pasiohily

dieg crnsd perats, and sl wanda move ahedg e
e fvwmeiogz Meopdf fo bersedf tn e staee af
e widiess,

'L;l'.:n'.'l.:l Chve, " Me areked orce. Do ves ko
e ve g o Srale b v el

O ves, 'she ."‘:'ll'.'l..::':'n'.: ety Thavk Jaued Fo fed

the geee e, dear

In mlking

Royal-Flying Doctor satellite bases.

aboint where o set up Mot-50

"I avdmily opr selecrion process incarpargred o
strong bas fowaedy the rugped, plotivesgue and

e

irgfestedd parte af the commire ™

What wotking in the back blocks is like

" recwon the dogimienr place Fever did a pifor
meaiol was i a chickew coog up oear the
RI-"I.h'I.I:l River fF roally war (R ..'_"_-..7|'.\'_'_l'_' !
Hod thix Bloke Igid o a# o benck LeeEsd e
st baves wivile § olis o eobovar I','.".':_:i.;r.lll "EL.I::_-I

e & fewe clozen el clveked and Tapped

ura eped e waecliine 5 Rile soveen ool

Foaery mow aveed then § i i Srpsh ane af the

clodeed of feathers fying aronnd the ploce off the

eqripreens, Desprine claoak oo o fis clarbes,

e clieni war gratefal decowse 1 waneged

fo Ngreeezy ik ament medical inte my already

fransic sohedide,

Ard a last word from Dave.

“There 5 pof @ gy goes by witen D dea | give

ks for fMure &) part in o fosemey. Blienler

,l-'::'-'f_.'lu':.' reerdise 1 e e, Br E el 05 ol aefan
the fowney: e ger o slerre in wink others,

wame Ve chioese, some van don ¥, [Tvon e ar
kY @8 e, you ger e I winh oo readiv
JEang ferefareds. Thew & Jne _-g-,'.'_-'.-_-.|_' vl I r el
Jaewey will imteesecs with vapres, so phe ik is

fer enfey the vice while i lpsis.

veweatkiwiftear.coonz



