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Possums there
for the eatmg

By K GURUNATHAN

There are between 70 to 90 million of
them and, as eco-pests, they happily
chomp through seven million tonnes
of vegetation every year.
Paraparaumu resident Olive Bald-
win says Kiwis should happily
chomp into the possum numbers to
not only save our forests from devas-
tation but also provide a source of
high quality protein, especially dur-
ing these times of spiralling food
prices. “Most Kiwis won’t touch it out
of ignorance more than anything
else. It’s our national duty to do so,
really,” said Mrs Baldwin, who used
to do her own hunting until problems
with her knees put an end to that.
' Over the years, however, she had

LISHISH FARE: Owen Mapp shows off his delectable possum casserole.
- o .developed a network of locals who

shared her view that the surround-
ing forests of the Kapiti Coast, and
even the suburban gardens and pub-
lic reserves, were a huge pantry
harbouring fresh meat. “And it’s the
same for every town and c:igy in thll

country,” she said.
“There is the fear of TB in some
people’s © minds.  Cooking it

thoroughly kills off any TB. People
who buy factory-raised chicken and
pork should realise they are eating
meat poisoned by hormones. and
chemicals and bred in very cruel con-
ditions. In contrast, possums lead
natural happy lives.

“They are out there and we should
be making better use of this resource
instead of poisoning them with
1080.”

Mrs Baldwin said there was a
growing cultural economy centred
around the hunting, cooking and cel-
ebration of possum meat, including
informal trading in the meat carried
across New Zealand at local com-
munity level. i

The trade in possum meat could be
legal, such as that carried out by
Auckland company Arex Inter-
national, which exported possum
carcasses to Taiwan, Hong Kong, and
Malaysia, where it was known as
Kiwi Tree Bear. At $27 a kilo it was
promoted as a healthy, low-
cholesterol dish. Dishes could cost
between $13 to $65 depending on the
preparation.

Part of Mrs Baldwin’s network
included her son and medical doctor,
Dave Baldwin. He ran the Bulls Fly-
ing Doctor Service from Palmerston
North Airport and sometimes picked
up possum pies — a novelty wildfood

— baked at the kitchens of The Bush

Centre at Pukekura, South Wes
land, and delivered them to tk
Paraparaumu Airport for his moth
to pick up. The pies were then di
tributed to the local aficionados |
possum meat. One of them w:
nationally known craftsman-arti
Owen Mapp. Living on the suburba
fringe, Mr Mapp said he caught up {
40 possums a year off his Ruapeh
Street section. “My daughters, Tal
and Tamara, were raised on possu
meat in various forms and sti
request their favourite casserole f(
birthday dinners,” he said.

The government spent up to $6
million a year keeping possui
numbers in check. Mrs Baldwin an
her merry network of possw
gobblers thought greater awarenes
and promotion of the meat as a tabl
dish could go a long way to holdin
down those numbers at a fraction |
the cost.



